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The title, "Courage Under Fire: Steven Sund's Account of the January 6th Capitol Attack," immediately signals the central
theme: the experience of former US Capitol Police Chief Steven Sund during the unprecedented assault on the United States
Capitol building on January 6, 2021. This event, a pivotal moment in American history, marked a violent attempt to overturn
the results of a presidential election and exposed critical vulnerabilities in national security. Sund's book provides a firsthand
account from the perspective of the man ultimately responsible for protecting the Capitol, offering crucial insights into the
lead-up, the unfolding chaos, and the aftermath of the attack. Its significance lies not only in its detailed narrative but also in
its potential to contribute to a broader understanding of the systemic failures that allowed the insurrection to occur.

The book's relevance extends far beyond a historical account of a single day. It raises vital questions about intelligence
gathering, preparedness, communication breakdowns within law enforcement agencies, and the political context that fueled
the violence. By examining Sund's perspective, we gain a deeper comprehension of the challenges faced by law enforcement
agencies in the face of a coordinated attack orchestrated by a mobilized and heavily armed mob. The narrative highlights the
inadequate resources, insufficient training, and the limitations placed upon the Capitol Police, arguably contributing to the
severity of the attack and the resulting damage to American democracy. Furthermore, the book provides a crucial
counterpoint to various narratives surrounding the event, offering a personal perspective from someone directly in the line of
fire, combating misinformation and contributing to a more nuanced understanding of this pivotal event.
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The significance of "Courage Under Fire" extends to the ongoing discussions about accountability and the need for
comprehensive reforms within law enforcement and national security. Sund's account sheds light on the decisions made in
the lead-up to the attack and the challenges faced during the crisis. His narrative is likely to fuel further discussions about
the responsibility of various actors, the efficacy of security protocols, and the necessity for systemic changes to prevent
similar events in the future. Therefore, understanding Sund's perspective, as presented in his book, remains crucial for
comprehending the multifaceted layers of this watershed moment in American history. The book's detailed narrative and
insightful analysis serve as an essential contribution to the ongoing conversation about January 6th and its lasting
implications.

Session 2: Book Outline and Chapter Explanations

Book Title: Courage Under Fire: Steven Sund's Account of the January 6th Capitol Attack

Outline:

I. Introduction: Sets the stage, introduces Steven Sund, and provides context leading up to the January 6th attack. Highlights
the political climate and the growing threats perceived by Capitol Police.

II. The Pre-Attack Period: Details intelligence reports, security assessments, and the communication challenges between
various law enforcement agencies before the attack. Examines the decision-making process and the perceived level of threat.
Explores Sund's efforts to prepare for potential unrest.

III. The Day of the Attack: A chronological account of the events of January 6th, detailing the unfolding chaos, the escalating
violence, and Sund's efforts to manage the situation, including communication with other agencies and political leadership.
Emphasizes the sheer scale of the violence and the inadequate response.



IV. The Aftermath: Covers the immediate aftermath of the attack, including the investigation, the media scrutiny, and the
political fallout. Addresses the criticism leveled against Sund and the Capitol Police.

V. Lessons Learned and Future Recommendations: Reflects on the lessons learned from the January 6th attack and proposes
recommendations for improving security and preventing future similar events. Focuses on improved intelligence, inter-
agency collaboration, and resource allocation.

VI. Conclusion: Summarizes the key events and themes presented in the book and reiterates the importance of preparedness,
communication, and accountability in the face of future threats to national security.

Chapter Explanations:

I. Introduction: This chapter establishes the context. It introduces Steven Sund and his role as Chief of the US Capitol Police.
It outlines the political atmosphere preceding the attack, the increasing polarization, and the growing concerns about
potential violence. It sets the stage for the events to unfold.

II. The Pre-Attack Period: This delves into the intelligence gathered before January 6th. It highlights the communication
breakdowns and the disagreements among agencies about the severity of the potential threat. It discusses the resources
available to the Capitol Police and the limitations they faced. It explores Sund's attempts to prepare for potential unrest and
the challenges he encountered.

III. The Day of the Attack: This is a blow-by-blow account of the events of January 6th. It describes the escalating violence,
the overrun of the Capitol, and Sund's efforts to maintain order and protect the building and its occupants. It focuses on the
critical moments of the attack and the decisions made under immense pressure.

IV. The Aftermath: This section details the investigation into the attack, the criticism directed at Sund and the Capitol Police,
and the subsequent fallout. It covers the political ramifications and the discussions about accountability. It also examines the
impact on Sund's career and personal life.



V. Lessons Learned and Future Recommendations: This chapter is crucial for future preparedness. It analyzes the
shortcomings revealed by the January 6th attack and proposes improvements to security protocols, intelligence gathering,
and inter-agency communication. It lays out specific recommendations for preventing similar events.

VI. Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes the book's main points and reiterates the significance of the events of January
6th. It emphasizes the need for accountability and the importance of learning from past mistakes to prevent future attacks on
democratic institutions.

Session 3: FAQs and Related Articles

FAQs:

1. What was Steven Sund's role in the events of January 6th? Steven Sund was the Chief of the US Capitol Police and
ultimately responsible for the security of the Capitol building during the attack. His account details his actions and decision-
making during the crisis.

2. What were the major security failures identified in the book? "Courage Under Fire" highlights failures in intelligence
gathering, inter-agency communication, resource allocation, and overall preparedness for the scale of the attack.

3. What criticisms were leveled against Sund after the attack? Sund faced considerable criticism regarding his handling of
the security situation, including accusations of inadequate preparedness and insufficient response to the escalating violence.

4. What recommendations does Sund offer for improving Capitol security? The book includes several recommendations,
focusing on improved intelligence, better inter-agency coordination, enhanced training for Capitol Police, and increased
resource allocation.



5. How does Sund's account differ from other narratives of the January 6th attack? Sund's firsthand account provides a
different perspective than those of other officials and participants, offering insights into the internal workings of the Capitol
Police and the challenges faced on the day.

6. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is a blend of factual recounting, personal reflection, and a degree of self-
reflection on the events and their consequences.

7. Who is the intended audience for this book? The book targets a broad audience interested in American politics, national
security, and the events of January 6th. It appeals to both those seeking factual information and those interested in a
personal perspective.

8. What is the significance of the title "Courage Under Fire"? The title highlights the difficult and dangerous circumstances
Sund faced, and underscores his efforts to protect the Capitol despite overwhelming odds.

9. What impact has the book had on discussions about January 6th? The book has added a significant voice to the ongoing
discussions about the attack, contributing to a more nuanced understanding of the events and the failures that led to the
insurrection.

Related Articles:

1. The January 6th Commission Report: A Critical Analysis: An examination of the official findings of the January 6th
Commission and a comparison with Sund's account.

2. Intelligence Failures on January 6th: A Deep Dive: A detailed analysis of the intelligence failures that contributed to the
attack, drawing upon Sund's account and other sources.

3. Inter-Agency Communication Breakdown on January 6th: A focus on the communication issues between various law
enforcement agencies, highlighting the consequences of poor coordination.



4. The Role of Social Media in the January 6th Insurrection: An investigation into the role of social media in organizing and
coordinating the attack.

5. The Legal Ramifications of the January 6th Attack: A look at the legal proceedings and prosecutions related to the January
6th attack.

6. The Psychological Impact of the January 6th Attack on Law Enforcement: An exploration of the psychological impact of the
attack on those involved in responding to the violence.

7. Security Reforms Needed After January 6th: A discussion of necessary security reforms to prevent future attacks on the
Capitol and other government buildings.

8. The Political Context of the January 6th Attack: An examination of the political atmosphere leading up to the attack and the
factors that contributed to the event.

9. Lessons Learned from Past Insurrections and Their Relevance to January 6th: A comparative study of past instances of
political violence and insurrection, focusing on lessons learned and their applicability to the events of January 6th.
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